REGRETS HIS CRIME

“It is too late, but | would
like to live,” suys
Czolgosz.

e T

DENIES ANY CONSPIRACY

Had nothing Personal against
President McKinley—As-
sassin in Auburn.

Speclal to The Bulfalo Expressa.

Rochester, Sept. 26.—"'I wish the people
to know I am sorry for what I did. It
was & mistake and It was wrong. If I
had it to do over again I never would
do it. But it 1s too late now to talk of
that. I am sorry 1T killed the President. I
was all stirred up. I was alone in what
I did and, honestly, there was no con-
splracy. No one else urged or told me
to do it, T did it myself. Therc was one
mistake about the trial. It was that I
dld not go to Niagara Falls to Lkill the
President. I only thought of killing him
for ahout one day hefore I did it. But
I was all alone. No one else had anything
to do with it and I have nothing to say
to any who may think that what I did
was & wise or good thing. It was not.
I don't know anyone in Paterson. I don't
i{:ﬁw Count Malatesta or Mme. Brusig-
oll.

“It Is an awful thing to feel you killed
someone. You do pot feel the same after
you Kkill them. It is hard and much dif-
ferent. You are not the same person
after you do the crime, I wish I was my
same old person again. You never can
be the same. I wish I was the same for
the little time left. [ have nothing more
to say to all the people. My mind was
stirred up and I don't know what was in
it or what influenced it. Some ask where
I was between August 209th and September
1st. I was in Buffalo on August 29th and
went to Cleveland for two days. No, I do
not know Hippolyte Havel. My two Toledo
references to Mr. Nowak were not anar-
chists. When I chot the President I had
nothing against him personally.

“My trial was falr. It was more than
I thought. The judge could not help do-
ing what he did. The jury could not. The
law made them do it. I do not want to
£ay now that the law is wrong. It was
falr to me and it was right. It seems too
late now, but I am sorry for.Mrs. Me-
Kinley. I hope she does not die.”

So spoke Leon F. Czolgosz, the assassin,
as he rode In the special car that is tak-
inz him to Auburn. He sat in a scat be-
side Jaller George N. Mitchell and talked
with The Express man freely. He smolk-
el as he talked and looked out the win-
dow as the traln passed Batavia and oth-
er stations. He sald he hoped his brother
Waldeck would not suffer by his act as
no one knew of it, but himself. He said
ft was not true that he was married to
someone down io West Virginia. He re-
peated again and again that there was no
conspiracy. He talked freely of his visits
to Chicago and Cleveland.

As the train neared Rochester he stop-
ped talking suddenly, looked out and then
eaid, slowly: "It is too late, but 1 would
like to ljve.™ '

The party with (zolzass -vas headed by
Sheriff Taldwell. The talk of Czolgosz
with The Express reporier was in the
presence of JLouis Selbold of the New
York World and Jaller Mitchell.

Czolgosz also talked in Deputy-Sherift
Metzler's presence and said it was not

true that anyone had tied the handkerchief
over his hand. *“The handkerchief was
not tied,” he said. "I put it over my
hand and held the pistol with my finger
on the trigger. I felt nervous all the time
and thought someocue would catch ma. 1
held my hand against my body to keep the
handkerchlef from falling or rubbing off."
Czolgosz was asked by The Express man
about dying and whether he feared it. "'I
don't want to be ashaped of myself,” said
Czolgosz. *'It is worse than I knew before
I did it. I hope I don't make myself
ashamed.'" He referred to his desire uot
to weaken when he faced the death chalir.
“Will you see a priest or minister bha-
fore you dle?" he was asked.
He hesitated, then answerel:
think so. Maybe, a priest.”

"Yes, 1



