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American FactFinder 

(http://factfinder.census.gov) 
Data Sets—Detailed Tables 

 
Use the American FactFinder's Data Sets option to collect comparable data about three areas: New York 
State, Erie County, and ZIP Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA) 14218. The Bureau of the Census created ZCTAs 
for the 2000 Census by modifying boundaries of Post Office ZIP codes. These modified boundaries are more 
comparable to other census geographies. 
 
This guide describes how to do three things necessary to locate census data:  
 

• Specify geographies. 
• Specify subjects. 
• Merge the geographies and subjects to retrieve relevant statistics. 

 
 
1.  Begin American FactFinder (http://factfinder.census.gov), and select one of the “Data Sets” options. 
(figure 1) 
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2.  Select “Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) - Sample Data” and then click “Detailed Tables.” (Figure 2) 

 
Figure 2 

Select Detailed Tables 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Selecting geographies: New York State, Erie County, and ZIP Code Tabulation Area 14218. 
 

A.  New York State:  Choose state as the type of geography, select New York State, and click “Add.”  
New York should appear in the bottom box, “Current geography selections.” (figure 3) 
 
 

Select SF 3 and Detailed Tables 
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Figure 3 
Select New York State 

 

 
 
 

 
B.  Under “Select a geographic type” use the drop-down box to select “County.”  Choose New York 
State, Erie County, and press “Add.”  The lower box should now include New York and Erie County.  
(figure 4) 

State 
 
New York 
 
Click Add 
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Figure 4 
Select Erie County 

 

 
 

 
 
C.  Select “5 Digit ZIP Code Tabulation Area” in the “Select a geographic type” box.  Choose the “142 
3-Digit ZCTA,” the “14218” 5-Digit ZCTA, and press “Add.”  Your three geographies should now 
appear in the “Current geography selection” box. (figure 5)  Click “Next” to begin selecting subjects. 

County 
 
New York 
 
Erie County 
 
Add 
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Figure 5 
Select 5-Digit ZIP Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA) 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After selecting your geographies and adding them 
to the box, click “Next” to view subjects. 

5-Digit ZCTA 
 
142 3-Digit ZCTA 
 
14218 5-Digit ZCTA 
 
Add 
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4.  Selecting subjects:   
 
The system defaults to “show all tables.”  This is not a very effective way to retrieve information because there 
are approximately 250 tables that cover nearly 4,000 variables.  Select “keyword” in the search option and 
type a word or phrase.  Figure 6 illustrates a search for income.   
 
A. Select the keyword income and click search to retrieve relevant tables.  
 
B.  Select the initial two tables, P52 and P53, and click “Add.” 
 
C.  Tables that appear in the “Current table selections” box are selected and ready to view. 
  
 

Figure 6 
Keyword--Income 
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Before viewing these tables, choose a second keyword, disabilities, and select table P41.  Note, the tables 
about income are still selected. (figure 7) 

 
Figure 7 

Keyword-Disabilities 
 

 
 
Click “Show Result” to view statistics. (figure 8) 
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Figure 8 

Statistical Tables 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print/Download 
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Figure 8 (Continued) 
Statistical Tables 

 

 
 
 

5. Printing/Downloading 
 
Select the “Print/Download” option at the top of the display. (figures 8 and 9) 

 
Figure 9 

Print Download Options 
 

 
 

 
 
“Load Query” in figure 9 lets you save tables you created, and “Save Query” allows you to retrieve the data at 
a latter date.  This saves a good deal of time should you have to view, print, or download your tables more 
than once. 
 
Figure 10 shows download options.  Use Rich Text Format to create files you can insert into most word 
processors.  Select the Microsoft Excel or a delimited format to copy the data for use in a spreadsheet.  Note, 
when downloading information in Excel format, the system creates a compressed zip file that you must 
decompress.  
 
 Very important, be certain to select “Include descriptive data element names” when downloading 
information.  Click “OK” to proceed. 

Load Query 
Save Query 
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Figure 10 
Microsoft Excel Option 
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Be certain “Include descriptive data element 
names” is checked when downloading 
statistics.   
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