American FactFinder
http://factfinder.census.qov
Reference Maps

American FactFinder has two types of maps. Reference maps display
boundaries of states, counties, cities, and towns. Thematic maps display
statistics in graphical format. Examples include population density, income, and
race. This tutorial is a guide to creating reference maps using the location of the
State University at Buffalo’s North Campus in Amherst, NY as an example. Click
here for a guide to thematic maps.

1. Select “Maps and Geography” on the FactFinder home page. (figure 1)

Figure 1
American FactFinder Home Page

U.S. Census Bureag

2 o e —~ ﬁ % g_ M American FactFindei

Search Feedback FAGQs Glossary Site Map Help

-——

Your source for population, housing, economic, and geographic data
FACT SHEET s & LG

American FactFinder will be unavailable from Spm Thursday, Movember 20th, until 1am Fricay, Movember 21st, for
system maintenance. Al times are Eastern Standard Time. We apologize for any inconvenience.

PEOPLE

HOUSIHG Fast Access to Information LS. Population Estimate

ggf::;:;g:? PR - Check outthe Fact Sheet for cornmunity as ofJuly 1, 2002
; profiles.

« Forage, education, incame, and race, click 288 1368 1698
CENSUS OVERVIEW _ People. reaktirne population clocks
DATA SETS " » Forhome values, ownership, and mortgage,

click Housing. Looking for information on Religion o

MAPS AHD « Farforeign trade, governments, and housing Genealody?
GEOGRAPHY starts, click Business and Gavernrment.

Wart to see the old Basic Facts?

2. Select “Reference Maps.” (figure 2)
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3. Select “Geography.” (figure 3)
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4. Follow steps 4A-4E to select Amherst, NY, a subdivision of Erie County.

(figure 4)
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5. The initial map is complicated and busy because too many features are
displayed. American FactFinder provides four tools to make maps more
presentable. (figure 5) Each is described below.
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e Boundaries (figure 6) The map displays too many boundaries. Deselect
all options, except “2000 County Subdivision.”

o Features (figure 7) Deselect all features, except “Major Road.”

o Title (figure 8) Give the map a title., “State University at Buffalo, Amherst,
NY.” Click “Update” to display the revised map.

Zoom: Zoom enables users to view smaller areas through 10 increments. Ten,
the largest feature, displays the entire nation, and 1, the smallest feature,
displays individual blocks.

Recenter and zoom: Left click the mouse to redraw the map. The point of the
cursor represents the new center of the map. The revised map also zooms in 1
degree from the previous one. That is, a map displayed at the 5" level is then

shown at the 4™ level.

Recenter: Left click to recenter the map without zooming in.
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6. The revised map (figure 9) is less cluttered than the one in figure 5. It
displays only 2 items, county subdivisions and major highways. “Recenter and
zoom in” a short distance north of the intersection of highways 263 and 324 to
display the University. (figure 10)
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Figure 10
Ambherst, NY
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7. Use the Legend feature to display streets in a better map. (figure 11)
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9

8. Figure 11 displays the University at the fifth zoom level. Click the 4" level to
zoom in one more time. Note, more detailed streets display as you zoom in.

(figure 12)
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10
9. Select Print/Download to perform either function. (figure 13)
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